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Community Conversation #1 – Summary

Summary
On Tuesday, July 25, 2017, approximately 175-200 people attended the
first community conversation for the Edina Passenger Rail Engagement
Study. Attendees were invited to view informational display boards
about the study, participate in a “Question Wall” exercise, and discuss
additional questions at conversation tables. Comment sheets were also
available.

This document summarizes feedback by general themes. Full versions of
all comments received will be available as an appendix to the final
project report.

Overall Feedback

Generally, most attendees at Community Conversation #1 were
negative towards the idea of a light rail or commuter train on the Dan
Patch Corridor. A majority of these comments addressed concerns
about the decline of home and property value along the corridor and
increased safety concerns in neighborhoods if passenger rail were to be
implemented in this corridor. The following summarizes comments
from the 67 comment sheets received at the meeting:

· No further study of passenger rail/keep gag rule: 60%
· Yes to further study of passenger rail: 24%
· No preference stated, questions/more info requested: 16%

The following summarizes these comments as well as the notes placed on the question wall.

Comments About Passenger Rail

· Positives
o Sustainable option, planning for future
o Environmental benefits (reduce car use, less pollution)
o Another transportation option (for employees and older residents noted specifically)
o Help reduce traffic on current highway system
o Economic benefit to the City of Edina – create hubs for development
o Attractive to young/potential residents
o Connects to other cities
o Increase overall use for entire system
o Create longer-term residents in Edina (“age in place”)
o Support increase in population and employment

· Negatives/concerns
o Decrease in property values
o High cost, low benefit
o Noise and vibration
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o Traffic congestion at neighborhood level
o Proximity to homes/safety issues
o Pedestrian safety and grade crossing issues
o Increased crime
o Benefits neighbor cities (Northfield, mostly) more than Edina
o Stations not in convenient locations
o Not a significant improvement over current bus/rapid bus system
o Lack of ridership

Questions/Important for City to Know

· Housing, properties, and neighborhoods
o Density
o Property values
o Noise
o Direct impacts/potential property takes
o Increased traffic
o Parking demands around stations

· Canadian Pacific’s plans for rail, increased freight traffic
· Safety along rail line

o Speed of a potential rail line (current freight goes very slow)
o Grade crossings
o Emergency vehicle access to surrounding neighborhoods
o Nearby parks and recreation areas

· Benefits directly for Edina residents, versus benefits for surrounding areas (Northfield, Savage, etc.)
· Consider other options

o Bike/walk trail instead of transit
o Transit route along major highways
o Rapid bus lines instead of passenger rail
o Consider Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU) rail technology

· Overall timeline/steps for implementing a passenger rail project
· Existing conditions

o Current usage of bus routes/light rail in twin cities area
o Rider projections for future usage – what is demand?

· Station locations
· Status of Green Line Extension, usage data from other train lines in Metro area
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Help the Edina Transportation Commission
determine how the City of Edina should or
should not proceed with future passenger rail
planning in the Dan Patch Corridor

No future studies on passenger rail are
currently planned
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Answer two questions:
Should the City of Edina request
elimination of the gag rule?

Should the City dedicate resources
to developing a plan to encourage the
development of passenger rail service
in Edina?

Answers based on:
Community input

Two Community Conversations and online
surveys
Other stakeholder and community meetings

Analysis of existing conditions and policies
Land use, population, employment and
case study comparisons

Í¬«¼§ Ù±¿´­

In 2002, the Minnesota Legislature
adopted a “gag rule” that prohibits
the Metropolitan Council, MnDOT,
and regional railroad authorities
from expending any money for study,

design, or construction for the Dan Patch
commuter rail line (Laws of Minnesota
2002, Chapter 393, Section 85)

ÉØßÌ ×Í ÌØÛ 
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The Dan Patch Corridor is:

of Minnesota Highway 100

History:

Ø·­¬±®§ ±º ¬¸» Ü¿² Ð¿¬½¸ Ý±®®·¼±®

DAN PATCH CORRIDOR

Passenger rail service in operation

rail corridor
Corridor included in 2020 Transit
Master Plan

Feasibility study found that implementing
commuter rail is possible, but impractical

Minnesota Legislature adopted "gag rule"

Included as Phase 1 intercity rail
project in MN State Rail Plan

With the progress of other metro area
transit lines, the City doesn't want to
preclude itself from future opportunities

1910-1942

1999

2001

2001

2002

2015

Why
Now?
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Legend

Existing

Northstar Line (Commuter Rail) 

METRO Blue Line (LRT) 

METRO Green Line (LRT) 

METRO Red Line (BRT)

A Line (BRT)

Rail Tracks in Dan Patch Corridor

Planned Transitways in Advanced
Design or Under Construction

METRO Blue Line Extension (LRT)

METRO Green Line Extension (LRT)

METRO Gold Line (BRT)

METRO Orange Line (BRT)

Rapid Bus Lines

Source: Transitway Alignments and Planned Transitway Alignments (Metro Transit, 3 June 2016)
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Mode Peak Period
Frequency

Typical
System
Length

Capital Cost
Per Mile

Average Station
Spacing

Tracks
Shared with

Freight?

×²¬»®½·¬§ 

Î¿·´ö

Daily
service

50-500
miles $$ 20 miles or

longer
Yes

Ý±³³«¬»® 

Î¿·´ö

Every 30+
minutes

20-50
miles $$$ 7 miles or longer Yes

Ô·¹¸¬ Î¿·´ö
Every 10
minutes

10-20
miles

$$$$$ 1 mile Possible

Í¬®»»¬½¿®
Every 7-15
minutes

1-5
miles

$$$-
$$$$ 1/8 to 1/4 mile No

Passenger rail includes all transit modes that travel on rail tracks:

* Vehicle propulsion technology can be diesel, electric, or diesel multiple unit (DMU)
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Edina Transportation Commission meeting
to develop recommendations

Agenda:

Review results of existing conditions and policy analysis
Review initial recommendations

ÝÑÓÓËÒ×ÌÇ ÝÑÒÊÛÎÍßÌ×ÑÒ ýî

ÍßÊÛ ÌØÛ ÜßÌÛæ

September 7,
2017

Ò»¨¬ Í¬»°­

Review of existing
conditions and policy

analysis

  ÖËÔÇ ú ßËÙËÍÌ   ÍÛÐÌÛÓÞÛÎ

Edina Transportation Commission makes
its recommendation to City Council
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