
Scott Busyn 
Great Neighborhood Homes, Inc. 
3939 West 50th Street, Suite 103A 
Edina, MN 55424 
 
May 4, 2022 
 
Heritage Preservation Commission c/o Emily Bodeker – Assistant City Planner 
City of Edina 
4801 West 50th Street 
Edina, MN 55424 
 
Subject: Deteriorated Chimney at 4630 Drexel Avenue 

 

Thank you to Chief Building Official Dave Fisher and yourself for meeting us at the 4630 Drexel 
Avenue job site to review the existing chimney. Recapping our discussion, we pointed out to you 
and Dave that the existing chimney was structurally unstable due to decades of water intrusion 
from the top of the chimney and improper flashing. We pointed out that the structural brick was 
mushy and crumbly throughout the chimney structure. There were also structural cracks 
throughout the chimney. One of our workers stated he could move the chimney by leaning on it 
while working on the roof. Dave Fisher inspected the chimney and ruled that the chimney was 
structurally unsafe and should be removed due to it being a hazard. I attached photos of the 
deterioration as well as an inspection report from the mid-1980s (source Edina Historical House 
Record Card) that that basement had a “Severe, very noticeable water problem, very frightening 
to a prospective buyer.” The inspection report also stated the windows had “some rotted wood.” 
Dave Fisher also stated at the meeting that he would be issuing a recap of his observations. 

Our plans are to rebuild the chimney to the exact measurements per the attached schematic 
drafted by DFP Planning and Design (attached). The chimney will be reconstructed with framing 
materials and finished with stucco and stone fireplace surround per the schematic to match the 
original structure. The homeowner will be installing an exterior gas fireplace in the location of 
the fireplace surround as this area will be landscaped as an exterior terrace per the survey. The 
homeowner will also be planting trees to create privacy for the terrace. 

Obviously, removing and rebuilding this chimney creates significant unintended costs for the 
homeowner. The intent of replacing the chimney is to create a safe and functional structure while 
making a compatible use of the chimney that meets the objectives of Edina’s Historic  Country  
Club District  Plan of Treatment.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Cc: Dave Fisher – Chief Building Official 
 



Attachments: 
 
Photo of original chimney 
Photos of chimney deterioration 
Photos of existing chimney measurements used for schematic 
Schematic of rebuilt chimney 
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4630 Drexel is located in Country Club district of Edina an 
area designated on the National Registry of Historic Homes. 
This Property is at the intersection of Wooddale Avenue, 
Country Club Road and Drexel Avenue. Confluence of roads is 
a liability to property value because the market is mainly to 
young families with children. Placement of the house on the 
lot compounds the difficulty of a lack of play yard protected 
from streets and traffic. All grassy areas are to the front 
of this house. 

Orignal oil hot water furnace converted to gas fuel. 

Tile, original 

Front step, driveway and garage floor are cracked and need to 
be replaced. 

00TOR STUCCO 

Acceptable condition with some calking. 

INDOWS 
Some rotten wood, most are in acceptable condition, storms and 
screens are old style wood. 

BASEMENT  
Severe, noticeable water problem, very frightening to a pro- 
spective buyer. 

LANDSCAPING  
Needs redoing. 

INTERIOR 
While offering generous spaces in back room, the house is in 
need of new window treatment, floor coverings, and paint a 
total redecorating. 

KITCHEN 

Obsolete, needs total replacement. 

too

DACE  

NCRETE 

Edina Realty 
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,0  Drexel and 4116 Sunnyside were offered to the market both needing 
reriovations. Some work had already been done in both houses. 

price realized was: 
$155. per main level square foot 

and 
$156. per main level square foot 

r giese homes are better located than 4630 Drexel offering less trafficed 
locations and back yards for children. 

If 4630 were in perfect condition it would sell at $183,000. - $185,000. 
in present market. 

Work needed will cost $35,000. to $40,000. 

If it were listed today with the basement repainted, we would ask you to 
list at $169,000. expecting a sale at $152,000. - $155,000. 
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RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY RECORD AND APPRAISAL CARD 
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PLAT NO.   PARCEL NO   

Bsmt. INGLE DWLG. Yr. Built ,  Grade  471 -fr  No. of Stories   Const. Cost   

Mo. Rental Fair   Poor IULTI. DWLG. Observed Physical Condition: Good   Normal 
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Partitioned Plastered Int. MISCELLANEOUS 
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3rd Floor 
Interior: 
Trim: 
Floor: 
Avg. Clear. Height: 
# of Fireplaces: 
Fplc. Quality: 
3rd Baths (#/Quality) 
Spa: 
Dlx: 
Full: 
3/4: 
1/2: 
3rd Room Count 
Bedrooms: 
Baths: 
Other: 
Total Rooms: 
Totals 11.1111111.1 
Res. Cond:  Fair 
Int. Layout: 
Manual Assess: 
Actual Age: 
Effective Age: 
Renovated Age: 
Functional %: 
Economic %: 

Standard 
N 

1924 
1960 

Unfin. 1st GBA: 
Unfin. 2nd GBA: 
Unfin. 3rd GBA: 
Unfin. GBA: 
1st Floor Area:  1,172 
2nd Floor Area:  1,301 
3rd Floor Area: 
Total GBA:  2,473 

Total Rooms 
Length 

Dimensions 
Width Sq Ft 

Bedrooms: 4 0 0 0 
Baths: 4 0 0 0 
Family: 1 0 0 0 
Living: 1 0 0 0 
Dining: 1 0 0 0 
Kitchen: 1 0 0 0 
Other: 2 0 0 0 
Total: 10 

Last Sale 
Date. 
Price: 
Code: 
Desc: 

rust Inspection 
Appraiser ID: 
Appraisal Date: 
Reason: 
Result: 

Appraiser ID: 

Appraisal Date: 

Reason: 

Result: 

Left Tag: Yes / No 

Flat Value 
Value: 
Desc: 

RCN 
05/16/2006 

Quintile Review 
Interior 

City of Edina PID: 18-028-24-13-0014 Property Type: R - Residential 
Residential Field Card Property Address: 4630 Drexel Ave Zoning: R-1 

Printed:  06/13/2007 Lot / Block: 016 / 007 Dwelling Type: Single Family 
Assessment Year:  2007 Addition: Country Club District Fairway Section Owner(s): Bright M Domblaser 
Version:  2 District: 03 
Model: 009-004-140 Neighborhood: 0114 

Zoning:  R-I 
Area Rating:  Very Good 
Site Rating:  Good 
Land Quality: 
Contamination: 
Flood Plain Map Ref: 
PUD Ref: 
Allowable Units: 
Excess Land (SqFt): 
Zoning Variance: 
Frontage:  87 
Left Side: 
Rear Side: 
Right Side:  141 
Effective Width:  87 
Effective Depth:  141 
Effective Water:  0 
Property Area (SqFt):  12,923 
Acreage: 
Park: 
Park Quality: 
On Lake: 
Lake Quality: 
On River: 
River Quality: 
Landscape Quality:  Average 

Attributes 
Curbs 
Gas 
Gutter 
Paved Street 
Sewer Available 
Sidewalk 
Water Available 

Influences 
Thru Street  

Partial Const (%): 
Model: 
Dwelling Type: 
Adjacent Property: 
View: 
Arch./Appeal: 
Quality: 
Shape: 
Style: 
ConstruCtion: 
Exterior Walls: 
Exterior Trim: 
Roof Type: 
Roof Cover: 
Window Type 1: 
Window Type 2: 
Air Conditioning: 
Dormer Length: 
Dormer Quality: 
# Patio Doors: 

Placement: 
# of Cars: 
Floor Area: 
Condition: 
Exterior Walls: 
Garage #2 
Placement: 
# of Cars: 
Floor Area: 
Condition: 
Exterior Walls: 
Porch 
Glazed Area: 
Quality: 
Screened Area: 
Quality: 
Open Area: 
Quality: 
Patio 
Patio 1 Area: 
Quality: 
Patio 2 Area: 
Quality: 
Deck 
Deck 1 Area: 
Quality: 
Deck 2 Area: 
Quality: 

Pool 
Pool 1 Area: 
Quality: 
Pool 2 Area: 
Quality: 

Amenities 
Sprinkler Systems 

Basement 
Area (SqFt).  1,158 
Type:  Regular 
Finished (%):  80 
Quality:  Fair 
# of Fireplaces:  1 
Fplc. Quality:  Average 
Avg. Clear. Height: 
Elec. Svc:  Standard 
Htg. Svc: Hot water, gas fired 
W.O. Type: 
W.O. Quality: 

Basement Baths (#/Qual.) 
Spa: 
Dlx: 
Full: 
3/4: 
1/2:  1 / Fair 
Basement Room Count 
Bedrooms: 
Baths:  1 
Family:  1 
Kitchen: 
Other:  1 
Total Rooms:  2 

1st Floor 
Kitchen Rating: Substandard 
Interior:  Plaster 
Trim:  Painted 
Floor:  Wood 
Avg. Clear. Height: 
# of Fireplaces:  1 
Fplc. Quality:  Average 

009-004-140 
Single Family 

Equal 
Equal 

Average 
BOI 

Square 
Two Story 

Wood Frame 
Stucco 

Gable 
Slate Tile 

Double Hung 

No 

Built-In 
2 

420 
Average 

Stucco 

142 
Average 

1st Baths (4/Quality) 
Spa: 
Dlx: 
Full: 
3/4: 
1/2:  1 / Fair 
1st Room Count 
Bedrooms:  
Baths:  1 
Family: 
Living:  1 
Dining:  1 
Kitchen:  1 
Other:  1 
Total Rooms:  4 
2nd Floor M'' 
16,  
Interior:  Plaster 
Trim:  Painted 
Floor:  Wood 
Avg. Clear. Height: 
# of Fireplaces: 
Fplc. Quality: 
2nd Baths (#/Quality) 
Spa: 
Dlx: 
Full:  1 / Fair 
3/4:  1 / Fair 
1/2: 
2nd Room Count 
Bedrooms:  4 
Baths:  2 
Other: 
Total Rooms:  4 

Comments 
MEDITERRAINIEN STYLE. 
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City of Edina PID: 18-028-24-13-0014 Property Type: R - Residential 
Residential Field Card Property Address: 4630 Drexel Ave Zoning: R-1 

Printed:  06/13/2007 Lot / Block: 016 / 007 Dwelling Type: Single Family 
Assessment Year:  2007 Addition: Country Club District Fairway Section Owner(s): Bright M Domblaser 
Version:  2 District: 03 
Model: 009-004-140 Neighborhood: 0114 

Sketch by Apex 1\r" 



Edina Country Club District: Historic and Architectural Survey Form 
Summer, 1980 

Address: L-kl0-3c)-Z%.1-e_xe_  PIN#  Parcel#:  Lot:  Block:  -1 

Owner: Occupant: 

Use: Condition: 

Date of Construction: 

Original Owner: 

Architect/Builder: 

Subsequent Owners: 

  O  

Original Use: 

Historical Information (if available): 

• e_k.c& 

sr- v... \p‘s,  c.r 

Style: Definitive Style Features: 
-  - 

\ 

Number of Stories: 

Roof Shape & Roofing Materials:(7,..-k.A_e ,,--e.&•"-x-e- 

Additions/Alterations: - 

Size & Spacing of Windows: 

Garage/Outbuildings: 

Setback from Sidewalk: (30,..reg"*". . 

Building Materials & Building Colors: 

Scale: f71,..--',,L.J" 

Size & Spacing of Doors: 

Distinctive Landscape Features: 

Comments: 



Status within District:  Pivotal  Complementary  Intrusion   

Photographs 
 Roll#:  Frame#: 

Surveyor: Lynne VanBrocklin Spaeth, Heritage Preservation Associates, Inc.  Date: Summer, 1980 
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Emily Bodeker

From: Scott Busyn 

Sent: Wednesday, June 8, 2022 12:45 PM

To: Emily Bodeker

Cc: Cary Teague

Subject: Re: Fireplace Clarification

EXTERNAL EMAIL ALERT: This email originated from outside the City of Edina. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Hi Emily,  

 

Here is the information on the outdoor fireplace. The original home had a faux fireplace detail on the chimney per the 

elevations. There is a terrace proposed on the project survey that comes off the doors on either side of the chimney. We 

would like to add an outdoor gas fireplace in the faux fireplace opening. I attached the brochure of the fireplace, the 

schematic showing the fireplace in the faux fireplace spending, and a photo of this finished on another Spanish colonial 

home. The homeowner will also have landscaping and trees to create privacy for the patio and fireplace area. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you, 

 
SCOTT BUSYN  President 

 
 
 
3939 West 50th Street, Suite 103A, Edina, MN 55424 

 
|  greatneighborhoodhomes.com 
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On Jun 8, 2022, at 8:55 AM, Emily Bodeker <EBodeker@EdinaMN.gov> wrote: 

 

Scott,  

  

Do you have information clarifying the fireplace request? Can you please have that submitted to us by 

the end of the day so we can include it for the HPC packet next week? The packet will be posted 

tomorrow. 

 

Thank you! 

  

<image001.gif> 

Emily Bodeker, Assistant City Planner 
952-826-0462 | Fax 952-826-0389 
4801 W. 50th St. | Edina, MN 55424 
EBodeker@EdinaMN.gov | EdinaMN.gov 
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