Scott Busyn

Great Neighborhood Homes, Inc.
3939 West 50'" Street, Suite 103A
Edina, MN 55424

May 4, 2022

Heritage Preservation Commission ¢/o Emily Bodeker — Assistant City Planner
City of Edina

4801 West 50 Street

Edina, MN 55424

Subject: Deteriorated Chimney at 4630 Drexel Avenue

Thank you to Chief Building Official Dave Fisher and yourself for meeting us at the 4630 Drexel
Avenue job site to review the existing chimney. Recapping our discussion, we pointed out to you
and Dave that the existing chimney was structurally unstable due to decades of water intrusion
from the top of the chimney and improper flashing. We pointed out that the structural brick was
mushy and crumbly throughout the chimney structure. There were also structural cracks
throughout the chimney. One of our workers stated he could move the chimney by leaning on it
while working on the roof. Dave Fisher inspected the chimney and ruled that the chimney was
structurally unsafe and should be removed due to it being a hazard. I attached photos of the
deterioration as well as an inspection report from the mid-1980s (source Edina Historical House
Record Card) that that basement had a “Severe, very noticeable water problem, very frightening
to a prospective buyer.” The inspection report also stated the windows had “some rotted wood.”
Dave Fisher also stated at the meeting that he would be issuing a recap of his observations.

Our plans are to rebuild the chimney to the exact measurements per the attached schematic
drafted by DFP Planning and Design (attached). The chimney will be reconstructed with framing
materials and finished with stucco and stone fireplace surround per the schematic to match the
original structure. The homeowner will be installing an exterior gas fireplace in the location of
the fireplace surround as this area will be landscaped as an exterior terrace per the survey. The
homeowner will also be planting trees to create privacy for the terrace.

Obviously, removing and rebuilding this chimney creates significant unintended costs for the
homeowner. The intent of replacing the chimney is to create a safe and functional structure while
making a compatible use of the chimney that meets the objectives of Edina’s Historic Country
Club District Plan of Treatment.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you.

Cc: Dave Fisher — Chief Building Official



Attachments:

Photo of original chimney

Photos of chimney deterioration

Photos of existing chimney measurements used for schematic
Schematic of rebuilt chimney
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Emily Bodeker

From: Scott Busyn
Sent: Wednesday, June 8, 2022 12:45 PM

To: Emily Bodeker

Cc: Cary Teague

Subject: Re: Fireplace Clarification

EXTERNAL EMAIL ALERT: This email originated from outside the City of Edina. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Emily,

Here is the information on the outdoor fireplace. The original home had a faux fireplace detail on the chimney per the
elevations. There is a terrace proposed on the project survey that comes off the doors on either side of the chimney. We
would like to add an outdoor gas fireplace in the faux fireplace opening. | attached the brochure of the fireplace, the
schematic showing the fireplace in the faux fireplace spending, and a photo of this finished on another Spanish colonial
home. The homeowner will also have landscaping and trees to create privacy for the patio and fireplace area.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

SCOTT BUSYN President

3939 West 50th Street, Suite 103A, Edina, MN 55424
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OnJun 8, 2022, at 8:55 AM, Emily Bodeker <EBodeker@EdinaMN.gov> wrote:

Scott,

Do you have information clarifying the fireplace request? Can you please have that submitted to us by
the end of the day so we can include it for the HPC packet next week? The packet will be posted
tomorrow.

Thank you!

Emily Bodeker, Assistant City Planner
952-826-0462 | Fax 952-826-0389

4801 W. 50th St. | Edina, MN 55424
EBodeker@EdinaMN.gov | EdinaMN.gov
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