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Consideration for Certificate of Appropriateness at property located at 4604 Browndale Avenue 

The owners of this 1925 Spanish Colonial Revival seek approval for the following updates to the street 

facing fagade: 

• Reorient garage BACK to a side loaded garage located in the north facing side yard. 

• Addition of a 16' x 20' 2-level volume to the south side of the existing house 

• Enlarged footprint of Front Stoop 

• General maintenance and safety updates to the existing home 

The original home was designed by the architects Liebenberg & Kaplan and built in 1925. The home 

is a wonderful example of the Spanish Colonial Revival present throughout the historic district. The 

garage doors of the original home faced the north side yard a 1950s addition and remodel located the 

garage doors to the street facing garage. The 1950s addition used panelized stucco, that does not match 

the original stucco. The proposed garage will be a 3-car garage with doors facing north and accessed 

from the sideyard. To allow for space enough for 3-car garage a 6' addition will need to be added to the 

street facing façade of the garage. This addition does not project beyond the face of the main volume of 

the house. Additionally, a 6'-6" addition will be added to the Creekside/ rear yard to create an overall 

width of 35'-9" for the 3-car garage. In essence, the 1950s garage is demolished in order to allow for 

access to the side loaded garage. 

Above the garage the existing 2" floor volume will be added onto and align with existing roof 

geometry (addition towards street, extrusion of existing roof geometry). The new roof will match the 

existing Spanish clay tile roof. The east facing double hung windows will have decorative wood shutters 

to match the unique style of the existing home. The material palate and character will use the existing 

house as precedent. The scale of the garage and bedroom volume is subordinate to the main volume of 

the house. Pulling from the existing roof forms, the second story addition quietly resides next to the 

main volume of the original home. The addition will have stucco walls, exposed rafter tails, and a clay 

tile roof. Proposed reworking eliminates garage doors on street facing fagade, consistent with the 

Country Club District's Plan of Treatment. 

The existing home sits on a double lot and is vastly out of scale with its neighboring grand homes. 

The proposed design adds a 2-level living space to the south side yard. The primary volume of the 

addition sits back 12" from the existing front wall of the house — preserving the charming original 

Spanish Colonial Revival buttress. The addition consists of a Living Room on the main level and bedroom 

on the 2" level. The Living room opens to an outdoor patio space. To animate the façade of the 2-level 

addition a small 1-level bay is located on the south east corner of the addition, housing a cozy window 

seat. The hip-roof of the bay wraps the corner and extends beyond the chimney on the south where it 

continues as the canopy for the south stoop. The material palate of the addition will match the exiting 

house — stucco walls, exposed rafter rails, clay tile roof, and decorative window shutters. The scale and 

character of the addition compliments, but does not overshadow, the original house. 

The proposed design also adds glass to the original front door; allowing light to enter the house and 

visibility to the front stoop. The front stoop is enlarged to accommodate a few small chairs, its size is 

consistent and in keeping with homes in the historic district. 



The existing home needs general maintenance and upkeep, and upgrades to meet current life safety 

building code. Most of the wood windows are rotted and inoperable and need to be replaced. We 

propose replacement of all windows with energy efficient double hung or inswing casement with 

simulated divided lites (or "muntins"). The existing stucco with be inspected and repaired or replaced 

with traditional stucco as needed. Additionally, the existing clay tile roof will be inspected and repaired. 

Additionally, an egress double hung window will be added to north wall of existing main volume of 

house, to do this the window location will need to be modified. The new egress window is not on street 

facing façade but is visible from the street. All necessary maintenance items safeguard the longevity of 

the home and will be in keeping with the character of the historic district. 

All proposed work simultaneously preserves the historic character of the neighborhood, while 

updating the home to accommodate a modern family. The additions bring the house closer in scale to 

the surrounding stately scaled homes. Within the context of the block and size of lot, the proposed 

home quietly blends into the framework of neighborhood. 

The homeowners have lived in the Country Club District for almost 20 years and look forward to 

moving their family to their new creekside home. 
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Image 1: Original 1925 home designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival Style

sarah
Text Box
4604 Browndale COA Application Supporting Images
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Image 2: 4604 Browndale 
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Image 3: 1950s garage addition uses panelized stucco that does not match original stucco
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Image 4: Existing walk-out from basement establishes Alternate Setback from OHWM "B"
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Image 5: Patching of existing stucco does not match color or texture of original stucco, windows and shutters are in need to repair and paint
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Image 6: Surface cracking seen throughout the existing stucco
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Image 9: 4604 Browndale , today
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Image 7: 4604 Browndale, today
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Image 9: 4604 Browndale , today as seen from creek
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Image 10: 3D Rendering of proposed additions 
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Image 11: 3D Rendering of proposed additions 
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Image 12: 3D Rendering of proposed additions (Original July 2018 Submittal)
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Image 13:  3D Rendering of proposed additions (Original July 2018 Submittal)
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