
Allow ADUs Allow by right Zones Parking Allow detached Max ADUs allowed Min Size Max Size Max Height Setbacks Ownership 

Owner must reside 

at property? Max Bedrooms Allowed to be rented? Max Occupancy Appearance Utilities ADU Definition Other Comments 

Bloomington Yes Yes R-1, RS-1
No additional parking requirement for ADUs; however, no 

more than 4 vehicles may be parked outside at any single or 

two family dwelling unit. 

Yes 1 300 sq. ft. 960 sq. ft. 
May not exceed height 

of principal structure. 
Same as principal structure 

May not be subdivided or separated in ownership 

from the associated single family home. Owner must 

reside at the property. 

Yes 2 Yes (a rental license is required) Not specified 
Must be designed to maintain the outward appearance of one 

single-family dwelling; the appearance of a two family dwelling 

must be avoided. 

A secondary dwelling unit, but not a manufactured home built on a permanent chassis, 

located on the same lot as a single-family dwelling unit, either physically attached to, within, 

or detached from the single-family dwelling unit.

Crystal Yes Yes R-1, R-2
One space in addition to the two required spaces for the 

home
Yes 1 None 

50% of the finished floor area of the 

home
22 ft. 

Rear: 5 ft.

Side: 5 ft. 

Corner side: 10 ft. 

The ADU may not have a separate PID with the 

county. Both the ADU and principal dwelling can be 

rented out.

No Not specified Yes (a rental license is required) Not specified 
Compatible with the exterior materials of the home. Must be 

constructed on a frost protected foundation.

Must connect to the utility main or to the existing water and 

sewer connections at a point on the private property.

A dwelling unit that is located on the same lot as a one family dwelling to which it is accessory 

to and subordinate in size.  An accessory dwelling unit may be within or attached to the one 

family dwelling, or in a detached accessory building on the same lot.

Must be at least ten feet from principal structure if detached 

Eden Prairie No

Golden Valley Yes Yes R-1, R-2 
One additional off-street parking space for the ADU is 

required.
Yes 1 250 sq. ft. 

35% of the home's gross floor living 

area or 950 square feet, whichever 

is less. In the case of internal ADUs, 

the area being converted shall be 

included in this calculation of gross 

living area. 

12 ft. for detached Rear: 10 ft.

Side: 10 ft. 

The ADU shall not be sold independently of the 

principal residential dwelling and may not be a 

separate tax parcel. 

Yes Not specified Yes (a rental license is required) Not specified 

For attached & internal: 1. Exterior changes to the home shall not 

substantially alter the single-family character of the structure. 2. 

Entrance to the ADU shall face either the side or rear yard.

For detached: 1. Shall be designed and use materials which 

complement and match the existing principal dwelling. 2. Rooftop 

decks are not permitted in conjunction with a detached ADU. 3. 

Windowed dormers shall not face towards adjacent properties to 

the side or rear. 

Utility connections for the ADU shall be provided from the 

existing principal structure so long as adequate capacity exists 

or can be provided. 

A smaller, independent residential dwelling unit located on the same lot as a stand-alone 

single family home.

A CUP is required for a detached ADU if the ADU does not meet 

the same setbacks as required for the principal dwelling. 

Detached ADUs shall be located completely to the rear of the 

principal structure, unless it is built with frost footings. In that 

case, an ADU may be built no closer to the front setback than 

the principal structure. 

A minimum lot size of 10,000 sq. ft. is required to establish a 

detached ADU. 

Detached ADUs must be located at least 10 feet from the 

principal structure. 

The floor area of a detached ADU shall not count towards the 

maximum area limitation for accessory structures in the R-1 or 

R-2 zoning districts. 

Hopkins No

Minneapolis Yes Yes 
Allowed on single and 

two family properties 
Minneapolis has no parking minimums Yes 1 300 sq. ft. 

Internal/attached: 800 sq. ft. 

Detached: 1,300 sq. ft. or 16% of lot 

area, whichever is greater.

21 ft. 
Interior side: 3 ft. 

Rear: 3 ft. 

Shall not create a separate tax parcel ID. Does not 

require the owner to reside at the property. Both the 

ADU and the principal dwelling can be rented out. 

No Not specified Yes (a rental license is required) Not specified 

The primary exterior materials shall be durable, including, but not 

limited to masonry, brick, stone, wood, cement-based siding, or 

glass.  Not less than 5% of the total area of the facade of a 

detached unit facining an alley or public street shall be windows.  

Exterior stairways are allowed provided that the finish of the 

railing matches the finish or trim of the detached accessory 

dwelling unit. Raw or unfinished lumber shall not be permitted on 

an exterior stairway. Balconies and decks shall not face an interior 

side yard. Rooftop decks not allowed. No additional entrances 

facing the public street. 

Water and sewer are typically served through extensions from 

the primary residence.  Dedicated water and/or sewer services 

to a detached ADU may be allowed in special circumstances.

A dwelling unit that is located on the same lot as a principal residential structure to which it is 

accessory, and that is subordinate in area to the principal dwelling.

Must be at least twenty feet from the principal sturcture if 

detached 

Minnetonka Yes No, CUP is required R-1, R-1A, R-2
No number of spaces specified but no more than four vehicles 

may be parked outside on the property. 
Yes 1 None 

1,000 sq. ft. or 35% of the floor 

area of the principal dwelling, 

whichever is less.

The highest point may 

not extend above the 

highest point of the roof 

of the principal dwelling. 

Rear and side: ADU height but 

not less than 15'

The owner of the property must reside at the principal 

structure or ADU as a primary residence at least 185 

days per year.  ADUs may not be subdivided or 

otherwise separated in ownership from the principal 

dwelling unit.

Yes 2
Yes (the city of Minnetonka does not require 

rental properties to be licensed)
Not specified 

Must be designed to maintain the single-family appearance of the 

principal dwelling from off-site views.  Must be located behind the 

rear building line of the principal dwelling unit.  Must be 

constructed on permanent foundation with no wheels. 

Must be served by municipal water, municipal sewer, and gas 

and electric utilities via service lines shared with the principal 

dwelling.

A secondary dwelling unit located on the same property as a principal dwelling unit, which 

includes provisions for living independent of the principal dwelling, such as areas for sleeping, 

cooking, and sanitation, as determined by the city planner.  This definition includes secondary 

dwelling units attached to or detached from the principal dwelling unit. 

Richfield Yes Yes R-1 A minimum of three off-street spaces on the property
Must be attached to principal 

structure or above a detached garage
1 300 sq. ft. 800 sq. ft. 

Height of principal 

residence (or 18 ft if lot 

is less than 75 ft wide)

Same as principal structure if 

attached. Same as detached 

garage if above garage

A separate tax parcel may not be created.  An owner 

of the property must live on the lot. Proof of 

homesteading is required. 

Yes Not specified Yes (a rental license is required) Not specified 

Exterior materials must match the structure to which the ADU is 

attached.  No additional entrances facing the public street may be 

added. No exterior stairways constructed of raw or unfinished 

lumber. 

A dwelling unit that is located on the same lot as a principal residential structure to which it is 

accessory, and that is subordinate in area to the principal dwelling.
The lot must meet current width and depth requirements 

St. Louis Park Yes Yes
R-1, R-2, R-3.  ADUs 

allowed only on single 

family lots

No additional parking required. Yes 1 200 sq. ft. 

Attached units: not more than 40% 

gross floor area of the single family 

home

Detached: 800 sq. ft. or 25% of rear 

yard, whichever is less

15 ft.

Rear: 15 ft. (5 ft if adjacent to 

alley)

Interior side: 5 ft. 

Property must be occupied by the owner as their 

primary residence. The ADU may not be sold 

independently of the principal dwelling or be made 

into a separate tax parcel.

Yes Not specified Yes (a rental license is required) 2

Shall be compatible in design and materials to the principal 

building. Must be located in rear or side yard. Decks and balconies 

above the ground floor shall not face an interior side yard or rear 

yard not abutting an alley. Rooftop decks are not allowed. 

Not defined 

St. Paul Yes Yes RL-RM2 No additional parking required Yes 1 None 
75% floor area of the primary 

dwelling 

25 ft. or the height of 

the principal structure, 

whichever is less

Interior side: 3 ft. 

Rear: 3 ft. 

The ADU shall not be sold separately from the 

principal dwelling and may not create a separate tax 

parcel. Both the ADU and the principal dwelling can 

be rented out.

No Not specified Yes (rental properties must be registered)

No more than one household is 

allowed in both the principal unit 

and the accessory unit together. A 

household is six (6) or fewer 

adults, together with the minors in 

their care. (For example, if four 

adults occupy the principal 

dwelling unit, only two adults may 

occupy the ADU.)

Exterior stairs are not allowed on the front of the building. 

Exterior stairways shall be built of durable materials that match 

the finish of the structure to which they are attached. Raw or 

unfinished lumber shall not be permitted. 

Not defined 

Boulder, CO Yes Yes RR, RE, RL, RMX, A, P
One additional space is required for an ADU.  An additional 

space is not required for affordable units. 
Yes 1 None 

Attached units: 1/3 floor area (1/2 

for affordable units) of primary 

dwelling or 1,000 sq. ft., whichever 

is less.

Detached: 550 sq. ft. (800 sq. ft. for 

affordable units) 

20 ft. (up to 25 ft. if roof 

pitch greater than 8:12)

Same as for other accessory 

structures. Depends on zoning 

district. 

No person shall convey an accessory unit 

independently of the principal dwelling unit on the lot 

or parcel. The property owner must reside in the 

principal dwelling or ADU

Yes Not specified Yes (a rental license is required) 
One family plus two additional 

persons can reside between the 

primary dwelling and ADU

Must be architecturally consistent with existing residence and 

neighboring properties.  Additional entrances facing the street 

must be screened. 

A separate and complete single housekeeping unit within a detached dwelling unit or within 

an accessory structure to the principal dwelling unit of the lot or parcel upon which the unit is 

located, permitted under the provisions of Subsection 9-6-4(a). 

In some zoning districts, the number of ADUs is restricted to a 

percentage (e.g. 20%) of the properties within a distance (e.g. 

300 ft.) 

ADUs require at least 60 sq. ft. of private open space exlusively 

for the use of the ADU occupants.  

The incentives for no parking required and additional size of 

the ADU are offered if the ADU rents at 75% AMI or lower. 

Somerville, MA Yes

No, requires site plan review, 

which includes two neighborhood 

meetings, a meeting before the 

Urban Design Commission, and a 

public hearing before the Zoning 

Board of Appeals

NR
1 space per dwelling unit.  No parking required if within a 

transit area. 
Yes 1 None 576 sq. ft. 12 ft. 

Rear: 3 ft. 

Interior side: 3 ft. 

"Backyard Cottages" are defined as being on the same 

lot as a principal building type so a separate parcel 

cannot be created. Ordinance does not prohibit sale 

of the the Backyard Cottage separate from the 

primary dwelling. Both the Backyard Cottage and the 

principal dwelling can be rented out.

No Not specified Yes (no rental license required) Not specified 
The ADU can have its own utility hookups or be serviced 

through the primary dwelling. 

Backyard Cottage: A small floor plate, detached, accessory building type typically providing 

space for one (1) small dwelling unit, a home occupation, a playhouse for children, or vehicular 

parking on the same lot as a principal building type. 

A three foot wide paved walkway capable of allowing an 

ambulance cot to be wheeled to and from the Backyard 

Cottage is required.

Utility services for the Backyard Cottage must be buried 

underground 

If occupied for residential use, must have an automatic 

sprinkler system unless on a corner lot, a lot with a driveway 

leading to the Backyard Cottage, or a lot autting an alley. 

Seattle, WA Yes Yes 
SF5000, SF7200, 

SF9600, RSL, and 

Lowrise

No additional parking is required for an ADU. Yes 
2 but no more than 1 

can be detached
None 

1,000 sq. ft. excluding garage areas, 

storage areas accessed from the 

exterior, porches and covered decks 

less than 25 sq. ft., and gross floor 

area below grade. Up to 35 sq. ft. 

can be exempt if designed for 

bicycle parking.

For lots at least 50 feet 

wide: 25 ft. for pitched 

roof. 22 ft. for 

shed/butterfly roof.  

Less for lots less than 50 

ft.  wide

Rear: 5 ft.

Side: 5 ft. 

The ADU may not be conveyed separately from the 

primary dwelling. Both the ADU and primary dwelling 

can be rented. Owner not required to reside on site.

No Not specified Yes (a rental license is required)

For lots with 1 ADU: no more than 

8 unrelated people. 

For lots with 2 ADUs: no more than 

12 unrelated people.

If the entrance is located on a façade facing a side lot line or rear 

lot line, the entrance may not be within 10 feet of that lot line 

unless that lot line abutss an alley or other public right-of-way. 

One or more rooms that: 

a. are located within a principal dwelling unit or within an accessory structure on the same lot 

as a principal dwelling unit;

b. meet the standards of Section 23.44.041, Section 23.45.545, or Chapter 23.47A, as 

applicable;

c. are designed, arranged, and intended to be occupied by not more than one household as 

living accomodations independent from any other household; and

d. are so occupied or vacant. 

A second ADU is allowed if the unit either meets a green 

building standard or meets affordability criteria (80%AMI for at 

least 50 years). 

Pasedena, CA Yes Yes 
RS (2), RM-12, REM-

16, RM-32, RM-48

One additional space is required for an ADU. The requirement 

is waived if within 1/2 mile of a transit stop
Yes 1 150 sq. ft.

For detached: 1,000 sq. ft. for 

parcels under 10,000 sq. ft.;1,200 

sq. ft. for parcels 10,000 sq. ft. or 

more 

For attached: 800 sq. ft. or 50% of 

the floor area of primary dwelling, 

whicever is greater.

12 ft to top plate and 17 

ft to highest ridgeline

Side: 4 ft if ADU is 800 sq. ft. or 

less; 5-10 ft. if over 800 sq. ft. 

and depends on lot width 

Rear 4 ft if ADU is 800 sq. ft. or 

less; 10 ft. if over 800 sq. ft.

A separate parcel cannot be created and the ADU may 

not be conveyed independently of the primary 

dwelling. Both the ADU and primary dwelling can be 

rented. Owner not required to reside on site, unless it 

is a junior ADU. 

No, unless junior 

ADU
Not specified Yes (no rental license required) Not specified 

An ADU 750 sq. ft. or greater shall be charged a Residential 

Impact Fee in an amount proportional to the square footage of 

the primary dwelling.  The impact fee may be reduced if 

affordability criteria are met. 

A residential dwelling unit that provides complete independent living facilities for one or more 

persons on the same parcel as a proposed or existing legal single family residence. An 

accessory dwelling unit shall include permanent provisions that include, but are not liminted 

to, living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation. 

The city offers an incentive (Second Unit ADU Program) to 

create affordable ADUs by offering comprehenisve assistance 

for financing, designing, permitting, and constructing a new 

ADU. The unit must be rent to a Section 8 voucher holder for 7 

continuous years 

Any "mature tree" as defined by Section 8.52.020 in a 

protected zone shall be replaced at a one-for-one ratio it is 

proposed to be removed to construct a new ADU. 

Burlington, VT Yes Yes All single family lots No additional parking required. Yes 1 None 

900 sq. ft. or 30% of gross floor 

area of primary dwelling, whichever 

is greater. 

35 ft. 

Side: 5 ft. if under 15 ft. in 

height. Otherwise 10% of lot 

width or average of 2 adjecent 

lots on either side.

Rear: 5 ft. if under 15 ft. in 

height. Otherwise 25% of lot 

depth, no less than 20 feet.

The owner must live on the property and may occupy 

either the principal or accessory dwelling unit. 
Yes 1 bedroom Yes (a rental license is required) 2 adults and their minor children

The property must have sufficient wastewater capacity as  

certified by the Department of Public Works. 

A dwelling unit that is clearly subordinate to a single-family dwelling, and has facilities and 

provisions for independent living, including sleeping, food preparation, and sanitation. 

If impervious surface limits are a barrier, a property owner can 

exceed the limit to build a maximum 650 sq. ft. ADU as long as 

stormwater management is addressed. This is intended to 

relieve the barrier faced by smaller lots that are already legally 

at or over their lot coverage limit. Requires approval by 

Development Review Board (See Section 5.2.3 (b) 10. of Zoning 

Ordinance)

Requires a deed restriction be recorded prior to occupancy 

referencing the conditions of the ADU permit, including that 

the owner reside on the property. 

Highland Park, IL No

Evanston, IL Yes Yes R1, R2, R3, R4, R5, R6 No additional parking is required for an ADU. Yes 1 None 
1,000 and not larger than the 

primary dwelling

28 ft for sloped roofs 

and 20 feet for flat and 

mansard roofs 

Side: 5 ft. 

Rear: 3 ft

Owner does not need to live on the property. Both the 

ADU and primary dwelling can be rented. 
No Not specified Yes (a rental license is required) No more than 1 family 

There can only be one entrance on the front facing side of the 

property and there must be a separate entrance for the ADU. Any 

exterior stairs  to an attached unit must be on the rear side of the 

property. 

Water service/sewer must be connected to the main residence 

and cannot be connected to the street. An upgrade may be 

required if the main residence does not have sufficient 

capacity for the new ADU.

A smaller, secondary independent housekeeping establishement located on the same zoning 

lot as a residential building. ADUs are independently habitable and provide the basic 

requirements of shelter, heating, cooking, and sanitation, and may be internal, attached or 

detatched. 

Portland, OR Yes Yes 

Almost all zones, 

when accessory to a 

detached single family 

dwelling, an attached 

house, or 

manufactured home. 

ADUs may also be 

allowed with duplexes

No additional parking is required for an ADU. Yes 
2 (only 1 on a lot with 

a duplex)
None 

75% of living area of primary 

structure or 800 sq. ft., whichever is 

less.

20 feet if principal 

structure setbacks are 

met.  15 feet if principal 

structure setbacks not 

met. 

Side & Rear: 0 ft. if certain 

criteria met, including overall 

structure height less than 15 ft 

and walls of the structure less 

than 10 ft high. Otherwise, 

principal structure setbacks 

apply

Owner does not need to live on the property. Both the 

ADU and primary dwelling can be rented. 
No Not specified Yes (a rental license is required) Not specified 

Additional design standards required if ADU is over 15 ft in height: 

Exterior finish materials, roof pitch, trim, eaves, window 

orientation, and dimension must be the same or visually match 

those of the primary dwelling in type, size and placement. 

Applicants have the option of connecting the ADU to existing 

sewer/water connections through the primary structure or 

having a separate connection. 

An additional dwelling unit created on a lot with a primary dwelling unit. The additional unit is 

smaller than the primary dwelling unit except when the accessory dwelling unit is in an 

existing basement. The accessory dwelling unit includes its own independent living facilities 

including provision for sleeping, cooking, and sanitation, and is designed for residential 

occupancy by one or more people, independent of the primary dwelling unit. Kitchen facilities 

for cooking in the unit are described in Section 29.30.160 of Title 29, Property and 

Maintenance Regulations. The unit may have a separate exterior entrance or an entrance to 

an internal common area accessible to the outside. 

When more than one ADU is proposed, at least one unit must 

meet certain "visitability" standards for entrances, bathrooms, 

living areas, and doors. This is to ensure that units can 

accommodate a range of individuals living in or visiting the 

residence regardless of age or ability. 

Portland, ME Yes Yes 
All lots with 

residential uses
No additional parking is required for an ADU. Yes 2 None 

2/3 the gross floor area of the 

primary dwelling

18 ft. (Shall not exceed 

the height of the 

primary structure) 

Rear: 5-25 ft (varies by district 

and size of structure)

Side: 5-16 ft (varies by district 

and height of structure) 

A deed restriction must be recorded that the ADU 

must remain in common ownership with the primary 

dwelling. 

Yes, but only at the 

time of the ADUs 

construction

Not specified Yes (a rental license is required) Not specified 

When and ADU is significantly visible from public ways, the 

building design shall a.) be cearly subordinate to the principal 

structure(s) in scale and position in relationship with the street 

and principal structure(s); b.) Not include outside stairways or fire 

escapes above the ground floor.

A dwelling unit subordinate in size to the principal residential structure(s) on a lot and located 

either within the principal residential structure(s) or in an accessory structure. 

Redmond, WA Yes Yes All single family lots
One off-street parking space is required for an ADU. No 

parking required if within 1/3 mile of transit stop.
Yes 1 None 

For detached: 40% of the total 

square footage of the primary 

dwelling and the accessory dwelling 

unit combined, excluding any 

garage area, and in no case shall it 

exceed 1,000 sq. ft. 

Attached: 1,500 sq. ft.

25 ft
Side: 5 ft

Rear: 10 ft

An ADU shall not be subdivided or otherwise 

segregated in ownership from the primary dwelling 

unit. Either the primary dwelling or ADU must be 

occupied by an owner of the property.

Yes Not specified 
Yes (rentals of four units or less do not require a 

rental license). 
Not specified 

Only one entrance on the front of the primary dwelling is 

permitted (some exceptions allowed). Additional entrances are 

permitted on the side and rear of the primary structure. Additions 

to an existing structure or the development of a newly 

constructed detached ADU shall be designed consistent with the 

existing facade, roof pitch, siding, and windows of the primary 

dwelling unit.  

A habitable living unit that provides basic requirements for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, 

and sanitation.  An ADU is accessory to the primary unit on a lot and may be added to, created 

within, or detached from the primary single-family dwelling unit. 

Lake Forest, IL

No, only ADUs existing prior to 

November 17, 2014 may continue 

to be used. 



Chapel Hill, NC Yes Yes Single family lots 1 per ADU bedroom Yes 1 None 
750 sq ft or 75% of floor area of 

primary dwelling, whichever is less.
29 ft

Varies by district (generally 6-11 

ft for rear and side)

Must remain under same ownership as primary 

dwelling. 
No Not specified Yes (no rental license required) Not specified 

Dwelling units, single family with accessory apartment: A dwelling or combination of dwellings 

on a single zoning lot consisting of two (2) dwelling units, for which: 

1. Accessory (attached or not attached) apartments have a floor area limit of no more than 

seven hundred fifty (750) square feet or seventy-five (75) percent of the floor area of the 

principal dwelling unit (whichever is smaller), except as provided in the next sentence.

2. The floor area of an attached accessory apartment may exceed the afrementioned floor 

area limit of seven hundred fifty (750) square feet and be up to one thousand (1,000) square 

feet of floor area only if both of the following conditions are met: a). an attached accessory 

apartment does not increase the existing footprint of the structure (principal dwelling unit, 

garage or other exisitng, standalone structure on the property) to which it would be attached; 

and b) the attached accessory apartment does not exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the 

floor area of the principal dwelling unit. 

3. Together, the principal dwelling unit and the accessory apartment that are part of a two-

family dwelling shall be classified as a rooming house (a different use type and group) if 

occupied by more than four (4) personons who are not related by blood, adoption, marriage, 

or domestic partnership. 


